News and Views from
St Peter’s Church
and

The Parish of Redcar

February 2022

Revd. Andrew Greiff
The Vicarage, 66 Aske Road

07522445569

OFFICE HOUR—to discuss baptisms or weddings, the church is open
between 6.00pm and 7.00pm on a Thursday evening.
For funerals please contact your funeral director.

Keep up to date with our activities by visiting our
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stpeterschurchredcar
or our Website—www.stpeterschurchredcar.co.uk
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WORSHIP AT ST. PETER’S
Sundays 10.00am

Holy Communion

Sundays 7.00pm

Night Prayer (Compline) on Zoom
Zoom meeting ID:

930 2516 0828

Password:

1234

Wednesdays 9.30am

Holy Communion

Thursdays 10.00am

Pram Service—a short service for babies and toddlers

and their parents, grandparents and carers (school term– time)

Please be assured of a warm welcome and assistance if needed.
We continue to encourage hand-sanitising as good practise but mask wearing is
no longer mandatory and we continue to care for each other and any visitors to
our church. Stay -safe!

Prayers and links to online services are posted on St Peter’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stpeterschurchredcar

COFFEE MORNING
SATURDAY 5th FEBRUARY
10.00am—12noon
REFRESHMENTS, BACON BUTTIES, RAFFLE and CAKE STALL
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January has been a sad and reflective
time for many. At St Peter’s , we have
lost two grand matriarchs of the church in
Gladys Ferguson and Norma Mallam.
We’ve also hosted the funerals of two
young men, Kristopher and Lewis, both
taken far too early.
January is often a dark time for many people. The Christmas decorations are back
in the loft, the credit card bill as well as the winter heating bill drops onto the door
mat, the days are short, the weather grim and the New Year resolutions broken.
The second Monday in January is often called ‘Blue Monday’ for these very
reasons. Sorry to be so miserable. BUT DO NOT DESPAIR, there is light! God’s
light.
“You get to heaven by GRACE not GREASE” – my Dad used to say (he isn’t into
candles in church.) And while this is true of course, but there’s nothing wrong with
a little grease on the way to stop things seizing up. On 2nd February we celebrate
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, also known as Candlemas. It is half way
between the shortest day and the Spring equinox – in other words, only half of
winter left to go before spring (so don’t be fooled into thinking the snow won’t be
back)
Anyone ever watched Groundhog Day? Great film, one of my favourites.
Groundhog Day is when the groundhog is brought out to predict the weather for
the rest of winter. In Germany they use a badger.
Here in England there are various rhymes,
If Candlemas day is fair and bright,
Winter will have another fight,
If Candlemas day brings clouds and rain
Winter won’t come again
If Candlemas day is dry and fair
Half of the winter’s to come and mair (more)
If Candlemas day be wet and foul
Half of the winter’s gone at Yule
So why the candles? Well, in the dim and distant past (dim being the operative
word), it was the day when all your candles were brought together and blessed.
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Candles were, of course, more important simply for the fact that they were the
only light source before gas lighting and then electric lighting. We could get all
the light bulbs out and say a prayer over them but I guess that would seem a bit
strange. But it did mean that candles took on a bit more significance, and actually
some candles and flames still hold a little more meaning for us. Here are some
examples: The votive candles on the stand in church, the perpetual flame at the
war memorial in Westminster Abbey, candles on a birthday cake, and at our
baptism services we give the child a lit candle. In the church, the candle reminds
us of a light coming into a dark world, being a force for good when all around is
bad, and we are told not to hide our light under a bushel (I always wondered
what a bushel was when I was a kid – and I’m still not so sure.)
The first utterances of creation by God was, ‘let there be light’ and there was
light!
Light guides, the wanderings of the Children of Israel through the desert at night
was by a flame. By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide
them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they
could travel by day or night.
Light reveals, when the woman lost her coin she lit a lamp and looked for it, and
John reminds us in his Gospel, chapter 3 that this is the judgment, that the light is
come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their
works were evil.
Which brings us to the account of The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple’ that
you can read in Luke 2. Simeon was a righteous and devout man who was already
looking for God’s work on the earth, God’s Messiah – this guy was already
enlightened.
Makes me ask myself, how enlightened am I?
What do I spend my time looking for?
Am I looking for God’s work on earth? God’s Light?
Am I being light myself?
Am I sharing the light of God with others in this
dark time of year?
If you are struggling, hold fast, the nights are getting
shorter, the light is coming near.
Andy
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MU DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2022
Tuesday 1st February 2.00pm - Branch Meeting, starting with worship followed
by a review of 2021 and election of Officers and Committee for 2022/25. We also
welcome our Archdeaconry Vice President Carole Wilson.
7th – 14th February - National Marriage Week. Please remember to pray for all
preparing for marriage and their wedding day.
Wednesday 23rd February 9.30am MU Corporate Communion - an opportunity
to be together, wear our badges and bring out the banner!
Feb 21st – March 6th - Fair Trade Fortnight.

We propose to hold a Coffee Morning on Saturday 5th March to continue to raise
awareness, highlighting again the challenges that climate change brings to farmers
in the communities Fairtrade works with.

Hi everyone,
FEBRUARY - the shortest month in the year yet it is packed with lots to think about
and to challenge us as Mothers’ Union!
But first, my thanks to everyone for prompt payment of our annual subscription.
If anyone wishes to find out more of the work done by this wonderful
organisation, please take a look online at https://www.mothersunion.org
At last month’s meeting we looked at this year’s theme of Transformation – Now!

We shared some worship, praying that God would transform us personally and
spiritually; to transform Mothers’ Union, and the churches and the communities
we work with and of which we are a part.
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Then we tried some light hearted activities: allowing our minds to explore
different routes; got us thinking outside the box and even amazed us with
something that seemed impossible! All to help us open our minds to wider
possibilities! The time flew by. So as we revisit our second year of life in a
Pandemic and make plans for 2022, let’s pray we too, may be Transformed -Now!

I couldn’t end this piece without saying a few words in memory of NORMA
MALLAM. A wonderful lady, a dear friend and mentor
of many, Norma was someone I loved dearly as did
many!
Norma was one of our longest serving members for
nearly 63 years! She loved our twice-yearly day out
to our Diocesan meetings, and I believe she had
attended the Wyedale retreats organised by MU.
Indeed, Norma also enjoyed several overnight stays at
Mary Sumner House in London (in the days when it
was allowed). A lovely, lovely lady with many artistic talents; a primary school

teacher at John Emerson Batty school, Norma was also our church Children’s
Society representative for many years.
A former Branch Treasurer and long-standing committee member Norma always
had a few words for everyone but especially new members and particularly for any
children coming into church or attending Pram Service.
A busy, working mum she loved her family, life, her work with children and her
church family. We give thanks for her life and the privilege of knowing her and will
miss her dearly.
Anne
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LECTIONARY FOR FEBRUARY 2022
Wednesday 2nd February
Malachi 3.1-5
Psalm 24.7-10
Hebrews 2.14-18
Luke 2.22-40

Presentation of Christ in the Temple
(Candlemas)

Sunday 6th February
Isaiah 6.1-8
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15.1-11
Luke 5.1-11

4th Sunday before Lent

Sunday 13th February
Jeremiah 17.5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15.12-20

3rd Sunday before Lent

Sunday 20th February
Genesis 2.4b-9,15-end
Psalm 65
Revelation 4
Luke 8.22-25

2nd Sunday before Lent

Sunday 27th February
Exodus 34.29-end
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2
Luke 9.28-36

Sunday next before Lent

Wednesday 2nd March
Ash Wednesday
Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58.1-12
Psalm 51.1-18
2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10
Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21 or John 8.1-11
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Baptisms
We welcome into the Family of the Church
16th January

Jacob Myles Eddits

23rd January

Reuben William Paul Lowery

In Loving Memory
Funeral services held during January were for:
7th January

Kristopher Allenden

11th January

Gladys Ferguson

12th January

Lewis Richardson

17th January

Duncan Munro

19th January

Norma Mallam

26th January

Susan Preston

We pray for their family and friends

9

READER’S RAMBLING

I wonder if you know who lived at 29 Acacia Road?
Any takers? If so answers on a postcard to….
Well, it was Eric Wimp, aka Bananaman and his full
address was 29 Acacia Road, Nuttytown.
For a minute I thought this must be Redcar, but no,

we only have an Acacia Court up on the Mickledales estate. Where did I find Acacia
Road? It’s in London, which makes perfect sense of Nuttytown.
Bananaman was a spoof superhero cartoon from the last century, in the Beano and
the Dandy, and he was also on TV. Schoolboy Eric Wimp, who was transported to
earth from the moon as a baby, would change into Bananaman after eating a
banana. The shape of a banana being like the crescent moon.

His superpowers included the ability to fly and he had the strength of 20 men, with
the brain power of 20 muscles! Are you still with me?
The whole thing about Bananaman does have a serious point, honestly.
The blue print to life has been discovered and named as DNA (Deoxyribonucleic
Acid). I’m going to stick with DNA. I think we have all heard of this, the double spiral

like a twisted ladder. The bit of the coronavirus that was altered to make the
vaccine which has saved so many of us from real illness and death.
Well it turns out that we share a minimum of 50% of our DNA with Bananas.
And it could be as much as 60%.
I know that some of you will be nodding sagely and thinking of certain individuals,
but the thing is it’s not just me, it goes for all of us. We could almost say that

bananas are our half-brothers and sisters. I will just let that sink in a minute, and of
course I’m being a bit silly.
The point is we, as a church, will be talking about Living in Love and Faith.
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It is a discussion of living as practicing Christians in a world with so many

differences. The Church of England puts it this way: “How do questions about
identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage fit within the bigger picture of the
good news of Jesus Christ? What does it mean to live in love and faith together
as a Church?” Some big chunky questions there. You may wish have a look on the
CofE website at:

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith
We must start by looking at ourselves as individuals first. By looking at ourselves
in an honest way, and in the light and the love of God. First off, I will say that
none of us are perfect, and none of us are the exact same people. But the really
big thing is that we are all loved and cherished by the God who made us.
We all have our differences but in that fundamental fact we are all the same.
And that is all of us who belong to the human race.
Every one of us deserves right to human dignity. Each one of us must bare our
responsibility as a member of the family of humanity. Human rights and human
responsibilities. That brings up the question of what is right and wrong in our
own traditions and in the traditions of others—forced marriages, misogyny,

misandry, female mutilation, and there are others.
Just think on what we really are:
Male, Female, brother, sister, same, different, HUMAN. In all things let us be led
by the love of almighty God. Let us open our hearts and be led by the spirit.
We share 99.999% of our DNA with everybody else on earth, it’s a fact to
remember. This may not be an easy road but we are all in it together, its life, each
and every one of us is in it.

God Bless Chris
PS. If you are racking your brains, Mr. Benn lived at 52 Festive Road, London
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SALUTING ST. PETER’S FLOWER GUILD!
Here are some photos of our talented and hard working Flower Guild ladies.
Thank you ladies for all you do to make our church look so lovely. It is most
appreciated.
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Yvonne Nolan has retired from the Flower Guild after 40 years service.
We would like to thank her for the dedication, hard work and expertise she has
given to St Peters Church and wish her a happy retirement.

The Flower Guild will continue to provide displays for the Church festivals.

In addition, for a donation to Church funds, they will provide displays for
weddings, baptisms, anniversaries or to remember a loved one.

Eileen Winspear
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It’s never too late for New Year Resolutions!
Thanks to Marjorie Crosby , who contributed this.
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LADIES’ WEDNESDAY GROUP
We were able to have a meeting in Church on January 5th when we caught up
with all the Christmas and New Year events that we had all enjoyed.
Next Meeting: February 3rd

Hedgehog Preservation Society Mr Chris Firth

Memories of Norma
It was of great sadness that we said Goodbye to one of our longest serving members when Norma Mallam died at the beginning of January.
Always smiling, willing to help in all kinds of ways, she quietly, kindly, gave
friendship, compassion and love to all with whom she came into contact.
The joy and pride she had in her family life was so evident and she epitomised
the saying ‘Love isn’t Love until you give it away’
Our sympathies go to all her family at such a sad loss.

The Things of Yesterday
Happiness is something that we fail to recognise
Until it is a Memory and then we realise
That we were truly happy looking back from faraway
With wistful eyes we gaze upon the things of yesterday
The jog-trot pace of daily life the common place routine
Homely dramas played out in the old familiar scene
Simple pleasures nothing great romantic or extreme
We did not know it then but that was Happiness supreme
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News from the Friends of Redcar Cemetery

In last month’s magazine we
told the story of Richard V
Wilson, a Redcar man who
served in the RAF in World

War Two. Having survived
the war, he died in 1949 in
a flying accident at
Middleton St George
airfield, whilst taking part in
a flying display to celebrate
the Battle of Britain.

Well, with the power of the word we have found two cousins, one who is 87 and
one 90 years old. They will be able to help us by giving consent for us to put up a
headstone to Robert. The lady who is 90 was at the airfield with Robert’s wife on

that fateful day and saw the plane crash; she has a clear memory of this. She said
that Maureen was so distraught that she never got over the loss of her husband.
Hopefully this year we can pay for the headstone and grave space and have the
relative’s approval and ensure he is not forgotten.

People of the older generation have lived such a life and have been much more
involved in our local history than we will ever be. It just shows you never have to
give up hope of ever moving forward, as we nearly did.
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Our group is very sad as Margaret, one of our long serving and very active
Friends, has passed. This was such a shock to us as she was so vibrant and full of
life. We will always remember Margaret with her bouncy personality, love of life,
her dedication to gardening and fantastic pink hair. RIP Margaret.

We will be at St Hilda’s table top sale on Saturday, 26th February, between
10.00am and 2.00pm. There will be many other stalls and refreshments will be
served. You are always guaranteed a warm welcome.
Dot Ahmed
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POETRY GROUP
The Poetry Group has restarted, meeting in church on the third Monday
of the month. The next meeting will be on Monday, 20th February, at
2.00pm. All are welcome to come along to read their favourite poems,
write their own, or just listen.

Joyce Hogg

USED POSTAGE STAMPS STILL BEING COLLECTED
Malcolm Steele is still happy to take your used stamps to raise
funds for church and other charities. Undamaged stamps only
please: tear the stamps carefully off the envelopes leaving a
good margin of paper round them Thank you

ST PETER’S 100 CLUB
The result of the January 2022 draw was:
No. 3
No. 17

Val Brennan
Shanti

WHIST DRIVE

A Whist Drive is held every Friday afternoon
in the downstairs Zetland room, starting at 2.00pm.
All welcome.
For more information, contact Joyce Hogg.
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£40
£10

More Church Bulletin Bloopers….!
•
The youth group has raised almost £500 for drug
abuse
•
Correction: The following typo appeared in our last bulletin: 'Lunch will be gin
at 12:15.'Please correct to read '12 noon.'
•
Any church member over 18 is invited to join in this lay ministry
programme. It requires only a minimal amount of training and time: six
weekly classes of about 200 hours, each Tuesday night
•
The Seniors group will have a picnic on Saturday. Each person is asked to
bring a friend, a vegetable, or a dessert, all in a covered dish
•
Advert for a church jumble sale: ‘We have a gents three-speed bicycle, and
also two ladies for sale, in good running order.’
Called
An ineffective vicar was asked by his exasperated bishop what had first prompted
him to even enter the ministry. “I was called,” the vicar replied simply.
“Are you sure,” pondered the bishop, “that it was not some other voice you
heard?”
Forgiveness
A Sunday School teacher asked her children: “Can anyone tell me what you must
do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?”
There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy
ventured: “Sin?”
Say it With Flowers
A man stopped by his local florist shop to buy flowers for his new girlfriend on
Valentine's Day.
He asked the proprietor, "You know the expression, 'Say it with flowers'?"
"I do indeed!” the florist enthused. “How about three dozen of my finest roses?"
The man hesitated. "No, make it just a half dozen roses. I'm a man of few words."

Love
Love may not make the world spin around, but it certainly makes a lot of people
dizzy.
Taken from The Parish Pump
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Geoff Usher
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK
FREE ESTIMATES
5 CHESTER ROAD
REDCAR
TS10 3PU
TEL. 01642 480554

01642

ELAINE’S FLORISTS
FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Specialists in all aspects of Plumbing
and Heating. Our services include boiler
installations, replacements, central
heating servicing, repairs and
installations, power flushing, landlords
gas certification. Domestic and
Commercial.
All plumbing works.
We provide a quality service at
competitive prices. Our engineers are
reliable, experienced, trustworthy and
trained and qualified in Gas, Oil, LPG,
Warm air, under floor heating and
renewable energy sources.

REDCAR'S MOST
POPULAR FLORISTS

Quality Flowers and Plants
For All Occasions
Funeral Tribute, Baskets, Bouquets
Weddings, Church Flowers etc.
All Sundries for the Flower Arranger

Delivery Service Throughout the Area
Our Aim is to Please

Tel: 01642 487309

www.cawheating.co.uk

66 Station Road Redcar

Unit C Limerick Road,
Dormanstown,
Redcar TS10 5JU

Tel: 01642 474030
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Ian Weber
Architectural Design
Planning designed and produced for a range or purpose, including: extensions,
garden rooms, conservatories, garages, gyms, new build properties and more.
Competitive rates with 20 years experience to hand.

Tel: 07873242933 or email: ian.weber@ntlworld.co.uk

To advertise your business in this magazine,
please contact the churchwardens
Sharon Davis-Lewis
07809 110678
wagsawaydogwalking@gmail.com
Fully Insured
Experienced, professional and reliable dog walking service
21

E.L.DENNEY & SON
ESPLANADE
GARAGE

Est. 1928

ALL MAKES AND MODELS
SERVICED & REPAIRED
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Sports Diving Gear & Marine Equipment Suppliers

Tel: 01642 483507

ADRIENNE
Professional Mobile Hairstylist Est. 1986
01642 472448 or 07771 970552
Have your hair done in the comfort of your
own home.
Reasonable prices. All ages welcome .

Stanway & Garnett
Funeral Service

PALSEC
KEY-CUTTING &
ENGRAVING

“We’re here to help you
with advice and guidance”

Most Keys cut including
Vauxhall & Volvo Laser Types
UPvc & Aluminium Door Keys

114 High Street Redcar
Tel: 01642 477257

Computer Engraving Services
Trophy Plates, Name Badges & Signs

Day &
Night
Attendance

36a Station Road, Redcar

www.palsec.co.uk
Tel: 01642
472814

Dignity Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Available
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J.P. Bragg Electrics
House Rewires - Electric Showers Fitted—Fault Finding
Extra Lights & Sockets—Night Storage Heaters
Domestic & Commercial - Free Estimates - All work Guaranteed — Competitive Prices

For Further Details Contact:- 01642 475051 or 01642 471962

BRYAN VICKERS ROOFING

Tel: 01642679627 Mobile: 07976 764478 Email: fibreroofing@live.co.uk
GRP FLAT Roofing Specialist - Glass Reinforced Plastic, (GRP), is similar to Fibreglass and
offers a single piece rigid roof which is long lasting and watertight.
We also offer—High Performance Felt roofing, UPVC Fascias & Guttering,
Tiles & Slate Repairs, Ridge Tiles, Stack Pointing Service
FREE ESTIMATES ALL WORK GUARANTEED 30 Years Experience

C.W.PETITE

Plumbing & Heating Engineers

BATHROOM & SHOWER SPECIALISTS—GAS FIRES & SURROUNDS—INSTALLERS & RETAILERS
Established 30 Years Office & Showroom 6—7 Thrush Road Redcar TS10 2AX

Tel: 01642484096 Email: cwpetite@gmail.co.uk
Member of The Association of Plumbing & Heating Contractors

Ella-Rose Nails Natural Nail Care & Enhancements

Christine Williams Mobile Nail Technician
Telephone—07847 822836 Facebook @EllaRoseNaturalNails

D.M.EDMUNDS
PLASTERING & GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Re-Skimming, Exterior Rendering, Ceilings & Walls Renewed, Pointing,
Block Paving/Slabbing, Paving Cleaned & Resealed, Turf & Fencing, Fascia & Guttering
Tel: 01642278403 Mob: 07905 288313 Email: david.Edmunds4@ntlworld.com

Regency Café
Newcomen Terrace Redcar
Come & enjoy our Paninis, Light Bites,
Jacket Potatoes & Afternoon Teas
Or Just a coffee with a selection
Of scones and cakes
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Proprietors
Pauline & David Dunkerton
Tel: 01642989540

PLEASE DETACH

With a donation of £25 you can remember a special occasion
as well as contribute to the upkeep of St Peter’s Church.
You can remember a loved one, celebrate a baptism,
a wedding or perhaps an anniversary.
A certificate will be issued to commemorate the occasion
and the name will be recorded.

Please complete the following for the attention of the Churchwardens
Name
Address
To commemorate

Cheques should be made out to PCC of Redcar Parish Church
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